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New Delhi: In a major
governance reform aimed
at improving public service
delivery and enhancing the
ease of doing business in
the national capital, the Del-
hi Government has brought
23 additional services under
the Delhi Right of Citizen to
Time Bound Delivery of
Services Act, 2011. Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta on
Monday said the decision
would benefit both citizens
and businesses by ensuring
that key approvals, licences,
registrations and No Objec-
tion Certificates (NOCs) are
delivered within prescribed
timelines.

Describing the initiative as
a significant step towards
transparency, accountabili-

ty and good governance, the
Chief Minister said the ob-
jective is to minimise delays,
reduce repeated visits to
government offices and cre-

ate a more efficient admin-
istrative system. She noted
that the reform would par-
ticularly benefit sectors such
as industry, trade, hospital-

ity, tourism, construction
and services.

Gupta said the Delhi Gov-
ernment is committed to
creating a business-friendly
environment that encour-
ages investment, entrepre-
neurship and job creation.
She added that the initiative
aligns with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's vision of
Ease of Doing Business and
reflects the government's
focus on delivering citizen-
centric governance through
time-bound services.

Under the expanded
framework, factory plan ap-
provals by the Labour De-
partment will now be grant-
ed within 15 days, while reg-
istration under the Shops
and Establishments Act will
be completed within a single
day. Sewerage connections

from the Delhi Jal Board
and film shooting permis-
sions from the Delhi
Tourism and Transporta-
tion Development Corpo-
ration will be issued within
15 days. Applications relat-
ed to electricity meters and
connection agreements will
be processed within 60 days.

Several municipal and
regulatory services have also
been brought under the
time-bound system. These
include permissions for mo-
bile tower installations, ho-
tel registrations, amusement
park operations, water
sports activities and food
business NOCs. Registra-
tion of weighing and meas-
uring instruments, battery
waste management autho-
risations and various agri-
cultural licences related to

pesticides and seeds will
also be processed within de-
fined timelines.

The Chief Minister fur-
ther announced that per-
missions for tree felling un-
der the Delhi Preservation of
Trees Act, road-cutting ap-
provals by the Public Works
Department and registra-
tions of builders and real es-
tate agents under RERA
will now be delivered with-
in specified periods, en-
suring greater predictabil-
ity for businesses and de-
velopers.

Calling the reform a step
towards empowering citi-
zens, Gupta said the sys-
tem would strengthen pub-
lic rights while making gov-
ernment departments
more accountable for serv-
ice delivery. She empha-

sized that the ultimate goal
is to establish an efficient
governance framework
where citizens and entre-
preneurs receive services
on time, transparency is
maintained and develop-
ment projects move for-
ward without unnecessary
delays.
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Noida (UP): A meeting
chaired by District Magis-
trate Medha Roopam on
Monday discussed meas-
ures to strengthen Gautam
Buddh Nagar's position as a
major export hub, with ex-
porters raising concerns re-
lated to foreign trade proce-
dures, customs clearances
and tax refunds.

The meeting, held at the
Collectorate auditorium, was
attended by exporters, in-
dustry representatives and
officials from various de-
partments.

Deputy Director General
of Foreign Trade Hemant
Kumar made a presenta-
tion on the Directorate Gen-
eral of Foreign Trade's
(DGFT) initiatives, export
promotion schemes and ef-
forts to simplify procedures.
He said Gautam Buddh Na-
gar is among Uttar Pradesh's
leading export districts and
contributes significantly to
the state's overall exports.

During the discussion, ex-
porters highlighted delays
in amendment and closure
of Advance Authorisation
and Export Promotion Cap-
ital Goods (EPCG) licences,
besides technical issues re-
lated to updating Importer
Exporter Code (IEC) profiles
and digital signatures.

Industry representatives
also flagged delays in cargo
inspections at Inland Con-
tainer Depots (ICDs), re-
peated queries in valuation
and classification matters,
delays in IGST refunds and
the need for better coordi-
nation between customs of-
ficials and exporters.

The district magistrate di-
rected the concerned de-
partments to ensure time-
bound resolution of ex-
porters' grievances and work
in coordination to further
develop the district as a
strong export centre.

Noida (UP): A man al-
legedly planning to commit
theft was arrested with a
country-made pistol in
Noida's Sector-126 area,
police said on Monday.

The accused was identi-
fied as Ashish, a native of
Motihari district in Bihar,
who is currently residing in
Bakhtawarpur village on
rent.

Police said he was ap-
prehended after receiving
information from an in-
former about a suspicious
person conducting recon-
naissance in the area.

During questioning, the
accused allegedly admit-
ted that he was surveying
locations with the intention
of carrying out thefts, police
said.

Preliminary investiga-
tions revealed that he had
been involved in theft-re-
lated offences in the past.
Further inquiry is under-
way.

Man Held withCountry-MadePistol in Noida

Noida (UP): The Yamuna
Expressway Industrial De-
velopment Authority (YEI-
DA) has launched new
schemes offering industrial
and group housing plots in
its integrated industrial
township, aiming to attract
investors ahead of the op-
erationalisation of the Noi-
da International Airport at
Jewar.

Officials said registrations
for eight industrial plots
and two group housing
plots will begin on June 25.

The move comes amid
rising investor interest in
the region, driven by the up-
coming airport project and
expanding industrial infra-
structure.

YEIDA Opens Industrial, HousingPlot Schemes

Delhi BJP to Hold Public Awareness Meeting on Emergency Black Day on June 26
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New Delhi: The Delhi
unit of the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) will organ-
ise a public awareness
meeting on June 26 to
mark Emergency Black
Day and commemorate
those who suffered during
the Emergency imposed in
1975.

According to a statement
issued by the party, the
programme will be held at
11:00 a.m. at the NDMC
Convention Centre, Jan-
tar Mantar. The event is
part of the BJP's annual
observance of the Emer-
gency, which was declared
on June 25, 1975, by the
then Prime Minister, Indi-
ra Gandhi.

Delhi BJP President
Harsh Malhotra said that
since the party's forma-
tion in 1980, it has organ-
ised awareness pro-
grammes every year to
highlight the impact of the
Emergency on democratic
institutions and civil lib-
erties. He noted that the
observance serves as a re-
minder of the importance

of safeguarding constitu-
tional rights and demo-
cratic values.

CM Gupta Hands Over ₹10 Lakh Ex-Gratia to Families of Saidulajab,Hauz Rani Tragedy Victims
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New Delhi: Delhi Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta on
Monday handed over ex-
gratia assistance of ₹10
lakh each to the families
of those who lost their
lives in the Saidulajab
building collapse and the
Hauz Rani fire tragedy.
The assistance was dis-
tributed during a meeting
with the bereaved families
at the Delhi Secretariat.

Expressing deep con-
dolences, the Chief Min-
ister said that no financial
aid could compensate for
the loss of a loved one, but
assured the families that
the Delhi Government
stood firmly with them in
their hour of grief. “Those
responsible will not be
spared under any circum-
stances,” she said, adding
that the government is
taking concrete steps to
prevent similar incidents
in the future.

The Saidulajab build-
ing collapse on May 30
claimed several lives,
while the June 3 fire in
Hauz Rani, Malviya Na-
gar, resulted in the loss of
multiple members of the
same family. Describing
the tragedies as a loss not
only for the affected fam-
ilies but for society as a
whole, the Chief Minister
emphasized the need for
accountability and
stronger safety mecha-
nisms.

During the meeting,
family members shared

their concerns regarding
emergency response sys-
tems and administrative
arrangements. Many were
visibly emotional as they
recounted their experi-
ences and urged authori-
ties to implement effective
preventive measures.

Responding to these
concerns, the Chief Min-
ister said the government
views the incidents as les-
sons that must strengthen
public safety. She an-
nounced that a special fire
safety plan is being pre-
pared to tackle the in-
creasing number of fire
incidents in the capital.
The initiative includes en-
hancing the capacity of
Delhi Fire Services and
procuring smaller fire-
fighting vehicles capable
of accessing narrow lanes
and densely populated ar-
eas more quickly during
emergencies.

MLA Satish Upadhyay
and senior government
officials were also present
at the meeting.

Sood welcomes HC verdict on discomAudit, alleges ‘AAP-Discom nexus’
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New Delhi: Delhi Power
Minister Ashish Sood on
Monday welcomed the Del-
hi High Court's decision per-
mitting a Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG) audit
of private electricity distri-
bution companies (discoms),
describing the ruling as a
major step towards trans-
parency and accountability in
the power sector. The min-
ister alleged that the judg-
ment has exposed what he
termed a long-standing
nexus between the previous
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
government and power dis-
tribution companies.

Addressing the media,
Sood accused the former
government led by Arvind
Kejriwal of failing to pursue
a CAG audit despite having
the authority to do so. He
claimed that the previous
administration had relied on
an interpretation of a 2015
court ruling to avoid con-
ducting an audit of discom
accounts and alleged that

this enabled a lack of finan-
cial scrutiny in the sector.

According to the minis-
ter, resistance by power dis-
tribution companies to the
proposed audit raised serious
questions about financial
transparency. He argued that
the Delhi High Court's ob-
servations had clarified that
there was no legal restriction
preventing a CAG audit and
said the verdict had effec-
tively removed doubts sur-
rounding the issue.

Sood further alleged that
consumers in Delhi had been
burdened with regulatory
assets amounting to nearly

₹38,000 crore under the
previous administration. He
questioned the justification
for such liabilities and stated
that the Delhi Government
would ensure that citizens
are protected from any ad-
ditional financial burden
arising from decisions taken
in the past.

The minister also in-
formed that the process for
conducting the audit is mov-
ing forward and that the
Lieutenant Governor's of-
fice has initiated hearings
with the concerned power
companies. He noted that
electricity distribution firms

have been given an oppor-
tunity to present their views
as part of the statutory
process before further ac-
tion is taken.

Reaffirming the govern-
ment's commitment to con-
sumer welfare, Sood said the
Delhi Government would
pursue the highest standards
of transparency and ac-
countability in the power
sector. He maintained that
any irregularities uncovered
during the audit process
would be examined thor-
oughly and that appropriate
action would be taken in ac-
cordance with the law.

The minister assured res-
idents that the govern-
ment's priority remains pro-
tecting consumer interests
while ensuring a transpar-
ent and accountable elec-
tricity distribution system.
He said the CAG audit
would help establish greater
public confidence in the sec-
tor and ensure that all stake-
holders remain answerable
for their decisions and ac-
tions.
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New Delhi: The Delhi Gov-
ernment has intensified its
eco-restoration and wildlife
conservation efforts at the
Asola Bhatti Wildlife Sanc-
tuary, with plans to plant
over 10 lakh native trees
across the Southern Ridge as
part of a major initiative to
revive the Aravalli ecosystem
and strengthen the capital's
ecological resilience.

The Department of Forests
and Wildlife is implementing
a scientific restoration pro-
gramme aimed at trans-
forming degraded land-
scapes and former mining
areas into self-sustaining for-
est ecosystems. The project
focuses on native and ridge-
specific species through care-
fully planned plantation,
monitoring and maintenance
practices.

Environment, Forest and
Wildlife Minister Manjinder
Singh Sirsa said the Asola
Bhatti Wildlife Sanctuary is
among Delhi's most valu-
able ecological assets and
plays a critical role in pre-
serving the Aravalli ecosys-
tem. He said the govern-
ment's objective is not mere-
ly to increase tree cover but
to restore degraded land into
thriving habitats that support
biodiversity, improve air
quality and strengthen envi-
ronmental sustainability.

To support wildlife during
periods of water scarcity, es-
pecially in summer, the sanc-
tuary has developed 218
strategically located water-

holes along wildlife corri-
dors. These water sources
are regularly replenished to
ensure uninterrupted access
to drinking water for animals
and birds.

Recent camera-trap
records and field observa-
tions have documented the
presence of the Indian leop-
ard, the sanctuary's flagship
species, along with striped
hyenas, spotted deer, por-
cupines, reptiles and nu-
merous bird species. Con-
servation activities, bird-
watching trails and habitat
management programmes

are also being expanded
across Delhi's Ridge forests.

Bharat Nursery, located
within the sanctuary, is cur-
rently nurturing nearly six
lakh saplings of native
species that will support af-
forestation projects, habitat
restoration efforts, urban
greening programmes and
free distribution to citizens.

During a recent visit to
the sanctuary, Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta praised the on-
going conservation work and
announced the launch of the
"Clean Delhi, Green Delhi"
campaign in July. The ini-

Delhi Accelerates Aravalli Restoration,Plans Plantation of 10 Lakh NativeTrees in Southern Ridge


